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DRIVER BRAKING DEMAND INDICATOR
APPARATUS FOR A HEAVY VEHICLE

BACKGROUND

The present application relates to heavy vehicle braking,
and is particularly directed to a driver braking demand indi-
cator apparatus for a heavy vehicle, such as a truck.

A known method of indicating driver braking demand is
determining the extent of travel of a plunger of a foot brake
valve of the truck. When the driver desires to operate the
vehicle service brakes, the driver applies a foot to a brake
pedal which, in turn, causes travel movement of the plunger.
A drawback in using the plunger travel method is that sensi-
tivity of the foot brake valve (i.e., delivery pressure/travel
distance) increases significantly at higher levels of driver
braking demand. This high sensitivity makes it difficult to
determine the driver’s intended braking demand using only
travel movement of the plunger. Another drawback in using
the plunger travel method is that additional mechanical com-
ponents are required. These mechanical components would
otherwise not be needed in a typical foot brake valve.

Another known method of indicating driver braking
demand is determining valve delivery pressure in a braking
circuit of the foot brake valve of the truck. A drawback in
using the valve delivery pressure method is the absence or
lack of information about the driver’s intent to slow the truck
during initial stages of pedal movement. This occurs because
there needs to be at least some movement of the brake pedal
and at least some travel movement of the plunger before valve
pressure is actually delivered. It would be desirable to provide
an apparatus and method of indicating driver braking demand
which overcomes drawbacks of known methods of indicating
driver braking demand.

SUMMARY

In accordance with one embodiment, a driver braking
demand indicator apparatus is provided for a heavy vehicle
having a movable brake applicator member and at least one
external device which can process a driver braking demand
signal. The driver braking demand indicator apparatus com-
prises a brake valve including (i) a brake valve member mov-
able in response to a vehicle driver moving the brake appli-
cator member, and (ii) a delivery pressure line to operate a
vehicle service brake circuit. The apparatus also comprises a
travel sensor arranged to (i) sense movement of the brake
valve member ofthe brake valve, and (ii) provide a first signal
indicative of the extent of travel of the brake valve member
when movement of the brake valve member is sensed. The
apparatus further comprises a delivery pressure line sensor
arranged to (i) sense pressure in the delivery pressure line of
the brake valve, and (ii) provide a second signal indicative of
the pressure in the delivery pressure line. The apparatus also
comprises a controller arranged to process the first and sec-
ond signals to provide a driver braking demand signal for the
at least one external device.

In accordance with another embodiment, a driver braking
demand indicator apparatus is provided for a heavy vehicle.
The driver braking demand indicator apparatus comprises
means for providing (i) a first signal indicative of extent of
travel of a brake valve member of a brake valve, and (i) a
second signal indicative of pressure in a delivery pressure line
associated with the brake valve. The apparatus further com-
prises means for providing a driver braking demand signal in
response to the first and second signals.
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In accordance with yet another embodiment, a program
storage medium readable by a computer has a memory. The
medium tangibly embodies one or more programs of instruc-
tions executable by the computer to perform method steps for
processing signals of a brake valve apparatus of a heavy
vehicle. The method comprises the steps of receiving a first
signal indicative of extent of travel of a brake valve member
of'a brake valve, receiving a second signal indicative of pres-
sure in a delivery pressure line associated with the brake
valve, producing a driver braking demand signal which varies
as a function of only the first signal when the first signal is at
or below a first predetermined threshold value, and producing
a driver braking demand signal which varies as a function of
only the second signal when the first signal is at or above a
second predetermined threshold value.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram showing a driver
braking demand indicator apparatus constructed in accor-
dance with one embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram depicting a method of operation of
the driver braking demand indicator apparatus of FIG. 1 in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 3 shows a graph of a known foot braking valve which
is operated in accordance with the method of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1, apparatus 10 is provided for use in a
heavy vehicle such as a truck. Apparatus 10 is constructed in
accordance with one embodiment. In FIG. 1, electrical line
connections are shown as solid lines, pneumatic line connec-
tions are shown as dashed lines, and mechanical couplings or
physical contacts are shown as clear thick lines.

Brake pedal 12 is operatively coupled to foot brake valve
14 in known manner. Pedal 12 may comprise any type of
commercially available brake pedal. The pneumatic portion
of'valve 14 may comprise any type of commercially available
foot brake valve. Pedal 12 may be part of valve 14, or may be
separate from valve 14 and connected through linkages to
valve 14.

When the vehicle driver desires to apply service brakes of
the vehicle, the vehicle driver applies a foot (as represented by
line 11) to pedal 12 to move via line 13 a plunger (not shown)
within valve 14. Travel movement of the plunger closes an
exhaust port and opens passages within valve 14 to allow air
pressure waiting there to pass through and be delivered to
front and rear braking systems to apply service brakes of the
vehicle to slow and stop the vehicle.

When the vehicle driver’s foot is removed from pedal 12,
internal return springs within valve 14 move back to their
original positions. This allows air in valve 14 and delivery
lines to vent to atmosphere through the exhaust port. Struc-
ture and operation of brake pedals and foot brake valves to
slow and stop a vehicle are known and, therefore, will not be
described.

Plunger travel sensor 16 is operatively connected to valve
14 and pedal 12 to provide a signal on line 17 indicative of the
extent of travel of the plunger within valve 14 when the foot
of the vehicle driver is applied to pedal 12. Sensor 16 may
comprise any type oftravel sensor, such as a Hall effect device
or linear variable differential transformer (LVDT) sensors.
Delivery pressure sensor 18 is operatively coupled via line 15
to valve 14 to provide a signal on line 19 indicative of pressure
in a pressure line of valve 14. Sensor 18 may comprise any
type of commercially available pressure sensor.
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Electronic controller 20 monitors signal on line 17 from
plunger travel sensor 16, and may store the signal data in
memory. Controller 20 also monitors signal on line 19 from
delivery pressure sensor 18, and may store the signal data in
memory. Any combination of controller 20, delivery pressure
sensor 18, plunger travel sensor 16, foot brake valve 14, and
brake pedal 12 may comprise one or more single integrated
units. As an example, all components may comprise a single
integrated unit. As another example, controller 20 may com-
prise a single integrated unit while remaining components
comprise a separate single integrated unit. Specific compo-
nents used in foot brake valve apparatus 10 shown in FIG. 2
will depend upon the particular type of vehicle in which
apparatus 10 is installed.

Components of apparatus 10 co-operate to provide driver
braking demand signal on line 21. Signal on line 21 is indica-
tive of the amount of braking intended by the vehicle driver
when the driver’s foot is applied to pedal 12. Signal on line 21
may be applied to any type of external device. For example,
signal on line 21 may be applied to another electronic con-
troller via a serial communications link, such as SAE J1939.
As other examples, signal on line 21 may be applied as a pulse
width modulation (PWM) signal or directly as an analog
signal for processing by dependent systems such as braking
system controller, brake lamp controller, transmission con-
troller, or others. The driver braking demand indicator on line
21 is provided in accordance with a method to be described
hereinbelow.

Referring to FIG. 2, flow diagram 100 depicts operation of
apparatus 10 of FIG. 1 in accordance with one embodiment.
Program instructions for enabling controller 20 shown in
FIG. 1 to perform operation steps in accordance with flow
diagram 100 shown in FIG. 2 may be embedded in memory
internal to controller 20. Alternatively, or in addition to, pro-
gram instructions may be stored in memory external to con-
troller 20. As an example, program instructions may be stored
in memory internal to a different controller of the vehicle.
Program instructions may be stored on any type of program
storage media including, but not limited to, external hard
drives, flash drives, and compact discs. Program instructions
may be reprogrammed depending upon features of the par-
ticular controller.

Reference to FIG. 3 will be made as steps contained in flow
diagram 100 of FIG. 2 are being described hereinbelow. In
step 102, a determination is made as to whether the vehicle
driver is moving the pedal 12. If determination in step 102 is
negative (i.e., the vehicle driver is not moving the pedal 12),
the process returns to step 102 and continues to monitor pedal
12 for application of a foot thereto. However, if determination
in step 102 is affirmative (i.e., the vehicle driver is moving the
pedal 12), the process proceeds to step 104.

A determination is made in step 104 as to whether plunger
within valve 14 has traveled above a predetermined threshold
distance value in response to the vehicle driver moving the
pedal 12. An example predetermined threshold value is
shown as point “A” in FIG. 3. If determination in step 104 is
negative (i.e., plunger within valve 14 has traveled only below
or up to the predetermined threshold value), the process pro-
ceeds to step 110. In step 110, an amount of driver braking
demand is calculated. The amount of driver braking demand
is calculated based upon the extent of travel of the plunger
within valve 14. Then, in step 112, an electrical signal is
provided on line 21 (FIG. 1) which is indicative of the calcu-
lated driver braking demand from step 110. Signal on line 21
can then be applied to an external device as shown in step 130.

However, if determination back in step 104 is affirmative
(i.e., plunger within valve 14 has traveled above the predeter-
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mined threshold value), the process proceeds to step 120. In
step 120, an amount of driver braking demand is calculated.
The amount of driver braking demand is calculated based
upon the pressure in a delivery pressure line of valve 14. Then,
in step 122, an electrical signal is provided on line 21 which
is indicative of the calculated driver braking demand from
step 120. Signal on line 21 can then be applied to an external
device as shown in step 130.

It should be apparent that driver braking demand signal on
line 21 is produced in response to the plunger travel sensor
signal on line 17 when the plunger travel sensor signal is at or
below the predetermined threshold value, and that driver
braking demand signal on line 21 is produced in response to
the delivery pressure sensor signal on line 19 when the
plunger travel sensor signal on line 17 is above the predeter-
mined threshold value.

It should also be apparent from the graph shown in FIG. 3
that the driver braking demand signal on line 21 shown in
FIG. 1 is based upon the extent of travel of the plunger within
valve 14 when the amount of driver braking demand is rela-
tively small (i.e., small enough such that the extent of plunger
travel is at or below the predetermined threshold value). How-
ever, when the amount of driver braking demand is relatively
large (i.e., large enough such that the plunger travel is above
the predetermined threshold value), then the driver braking
demand signal on line 21 shown in FIG. 1 is based upon the
pressure in a delivery pressure line of valve 14. Thus, the
driver braking demand indicator on line 21 varies as a func-
tion of plunger travel for relatively small driver braking
demands, and varies as a function of delivery line pressure for
relatively large driver braking demands.

It should further be apparent that the predetermined thresh-
old value for plunger travel is selectable. As an example, the
predetermined threshold value may be selectable in a range of
plunger travel between points “A” and “B” shown in FIG. 3.
Point “B” may represent the highest predetermined threshold
value for plunger travel. This is because the plunger travel
curve at this point becomes too sensitive for calculating and
inferring accurate driver braking demand based upon the
extent of plunger travel. Accordingly, the predetermined
threshold value may be selectable between a highest value
and a lowest value (such as points “A” and “B” shown in FIG.
3, for examples) to optimize sensitivity and accuracy of the
driver braking demand signal on line 21.

In another embodiment, it is conceivable that more than
one predetermined threshold distance value may be used. For
example, a first predetermined threshold value may be
defined at point “A” and a second predetermined threshold
value may be defined at point “B” shown in FIG. 3. In this
embodiment, the driver braking demand indicator signal on
line 21 (FIG. 1) varies as a function of (i) only signal on line
17 from travel sensor 16 when signal on line 17 is at or below
the first predetermined threshold value, (ii) only signal on line
19 from pressure sensor 18 when signal on line 17 is above the
second predetermined threshold value, and (iii) either only
signal on line 17 or only signal on line 19 when signal on line
17 is between the first and second predetermined threshold
values. Controller 20 may be programmed to choose either
only the signal on line 17 from travel sensor 16 or only signal
on line 19 from pressure sensor 18 when signal on line 17 is
between the first and second predetermined threshold values.

A number of advantages result by providing a driver brak-
ing demand indicator on line 21 in accordance with the above-
described description. One advantage is that the driver brak-
ing demand signal on line 21 is more robust (i.e., remains a
true indicator of driver braking demand) as parts of valve 14
wear and become older. For example, valve 14 may have a
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rubber graduation spring. The compression of this spring has
a tendency to set and thereby to degrade over time. This
degradation would cause the driver braking demand indicator
on line 21 in a pedal travel sensor only system to drift and not
be a true indicator of driver braking demand. By providing a
driver braking demand indicator on line 21 in accordance
with the above-described description, a true driver braking
demand indicator is maintained over time even as parts, such
as rubber graduation springs, degrade.

Although the above-description describes use of one elec-
tronic controller associated with foot brake valve 14 (whether
dedicated or not dedicated to foot brake valve 14), it is con-
ceivable that any number of electronic controllers may be
used. Moreover, it is conceivable that any type of electronic
controller may be used. Suitable electronic controllers for use
in vehicles are known and, therefore, have not been described.

Also, although the above-description describes controller
20 as continuously monitoring two sensor signals (i.e., first
and second sensor signals), it is conceivable that these sensor
signals be periodically sampled instead of continuously
monitored.

Although the above-description describes a brake applica-
tor member in the form of a foot-operable brake pedal 12
shown in FIG. 1, it is conceivable that the brake applicator
member may be in a different form, such as a hand-operable
brake mechanism for example. Accordingly, although the
above-description describes a brake valve in the form ofa foot
brake valve 14 shown in FIG. 1, it is conceivable that the brake
valve may be in a different form, such as a hand brake valve
for example.

Also, although the above-description describes a brake
valve member in the form of a movable plunger within valve
14 shown in FIG. 1, it is conceivable that the brake valve
member whose movement is sensed may be a movable piston
within valve 14 for example.

Further, although the above-description describes appara-
tus 10 being used in a heavy vehicle such as a truck, it is
conceivable that apparatus 10 may be used in other types of
heavy vehicles, such as busses for example.

While the present invention has been illustrated by the
description of example processes and system components,
and while the various processes and components have been
described in detail, applicant does not intend to restrict or in
any way limit the scope of the appended claims to such detail.
Additional modifications will also readily appear to those
skilled in the art. The invention in its broadest aspects is
therefore not limited to the specific details, implementations,
or illustrative examples shown and described. Accordingly,
departures may be made from such details without departing
from the spirit or scope of applicant’s general inventive con-
cept.

What is claimed is:

1. A driver braking demand indicator apparatus for a heavy
vehicle having a movable brake applicator member and at
least one external device which can process a driver braking
demand signal, the driver braking demand indicator appara-
tus comprising:

a brake valve including

(1) a brake valve member movable in response to a
vehicle driver moving the brake applicator member,
and

(ii) a delivery pressure line to operate a vehicle service
brake circuit;

a travel sensor arranged to

(1) sense movement of the brake valve member of the
brake valve, and
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(ii) provide a first signal indicative of the extent of travel
of the brake valve member when movement of the
brake valve member is sensed;

a delivery pressure line sensor arranged to

(1) sense pressure in the delivery pressure line of the
brake valve, and

(ii) provide a second signal indicative of the pressure in
the delivery pressure line; and

a controller arranged to process the first and second signals

to provide a driver braking demand signal for the at least

one external device, wherein

the controller is arranged to calculate the driver braking

demand signal based upon the first signal when the

extent of brake valve member travel is determined to be
at or below a first predetermined threshold value and

the controller is arranged to calculate the driver braking
demand signal based upon the second signal when the
extent of brake valve member travel is determined to be
above the first predetermined threshold value.

2. The driver braking demand indicator apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the controller is arranged to

(1) calculate the driver braking demand signal based upon

the first signal when the extent or brake valve member

travel is determined to be at or below the first predeter-
mined threshold value, and

(ii) calculate the driver braking demand signal based upon

the second signal when the extent or brake valve member

travel is determined to be at or above a second predeter-
mined threshold value.

3. The driver braking demand indicator apparatus accord-
ing to claim 2, wherein the controller is arranged to calculate
the driver braking demand signal based upon either only the
first signal or only the second signal when the extent of brake
valve member travel is determined to be between the first
predetermined threshold value and the second predetermined
threshold value.

4. The driver braking demand indicator apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein

(1) the movable brake applicator member includes a brake

pedal, and

(i) the brake valve includes a foot brake valve which is

operable in response to application of a vehicle driver’s

foot to the brake pedal.

5. The driver braking demand indicator apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the controller is dedicated to operation
of the brake valve.

6. A driver braking demand indicator apparatus for a heavy
vehicle, the driver braking demand indicator apparatus com-
prising:

means for providing

(1) a first signal indicative of extent of travel of a brake
valve member of a brake valve, and

(ii) a second signal indicative of pressure in a delivery
pressure line associated with the brake valve; and

means for providing a driver braking demand signal in

response to the first and second signals wherein

the means for providing a driver braking demand signal

includes means for calculating the driver braking

demand signal based upon only the first signal when
brake valve member travel is determined to be at or
below a first predetermined threshold value and

the means for providing a driver braking demand signal

includes means for calculating the driver braking

demand signal based upon only the second signal when
brake valve member travel is determined to be above the
first predetermined threshold value.
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7. The driver braking demand indicator apparatus accord-
ing to claim 6, wherein the means for providing a driver
braking demand signal includes

means for

(1) calculating the driver braking demand signal based
upon only the first signal when the extent of brake
valve member travel is determined to be at or below
the first predetermined threshold value, and

(ii) calculating the driver braking demand signal based
upon only the second signal when the extent or brake
valve member travel is determined to be at or above a
second predetermined threshold value.

8. The driver braking demand indicator apparatus accord-
ing to claim 7, wherein the controller is arranged to calculate
the driver braking demand signal based upon either only the
first signal or only the second signal when the extent of brake
valve member travel is determined to be between the first
predetermined threshold value and the second predetermined
threshold value.

9. The driver braking demand indicator apparatus accord-
ing to claim 6, wherein

(1) the movable brake applicator member includes a brake

pedal, and

(ii) the brake valve includes a foot brake valve which is

operable in response to application of a vehicle driver’s

foot to the brake pedal.

10. A non-transitory storage medium readable by a com-
puter having a memory, the non-transitory storage medium

5

10

15

20

25

8

tangibly embodying one or more programs of instructions
executable by the computer to perform method steps for
processing signals of a brake valve apparatus of a heavy
vehicle, the method comprising the steps of:
receiving a first signal indicative of extent of travel of a
brake valve member of a brake valve;
receiving a second signal indicative of pressure in a deliv-
ery pressure line associated with the brake valve;
producing a driver braking demand signal which varies as
a function of only the first signal when the first signal is
at or below a first predetermined threshold value; and
producing a driver braking demand signal which varies as
afunction of only the second signal when the first signal
is at or above a second predetermined threshold value.
11. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
10, wherein the first predetermined threshold value is less
than the second predetermined threshold value.
12. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
11, wherein the method further comprises:
producing a driver braking demand signal which varies as
a function of either only the first signal or only the
second signal when the first signal is between the first
predetermined threshold value and the second predeter-
mined threshold value.
13. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
11, wherein the first predetermined threshold value and the
second predetermined threshold value are the same value.
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